
Annual Report
December 31, 2017

Member of the Community Foundations of Canada (CFC)



Board of Directors 2017
Jeff Hector, Chair
John Lawson, Vice Chair
Bilal Kathrada, Treasurer
David Boulton, Past Chair
Mike Bose, Grants Chair
Linda Stromberg, Communications Chair
Kevin Scott, Director-at-large
Peter Unruh, Director-at-large
Debbie MacDougall, Director-at-large

2

SurreyCares’ Vision: a caring connected community.

SurreyCares’ Mission:
• We inspire donors. • We grow endowments. • We invest in people.

What we do
• Manage endowment funds so that charitable and philanthropic work can sustainably continue to serve our 

community.
• Grant out funds to qualified donees.
• Publish an annual Vital Signs report to determine both the strengths and the needs in Surrey, to inform funding 

and service gaps.

Creating a legacy fund
Whether you want to address an urgent need in the community, support the memory of a loved one, or help out a 
charity with a project, we have a giving option to help you make an impact and improve the lives of others.  You can 
structure your fund as you wish, and be as involved in the granting process as you want.
Because the principal of your fund is never spent, legacy funds will serve your charitable interests now and for 
generations to come. A legacy fund lasts forever. It’s easy to establish your own legacy fund at the Community 
Foundation. Funds can usually be set up within a short period of time. We work closely with you, your family and 
your financial advisor if you choose, to complete the following simple steps:
• Consider the best giving options for you
• Consider which charities and causes to support
• Choose what assets to contribute and timing
• Determine the amount of your gift
• Name the fund
• Sign the fund agreement.

Cover: MC David C Jones chats with performers from the Shan-e-Punjab Arts Club at SurreyCares’ Serving 
with Distinction Awards
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This was a year of celebration and achievement.
Celebration, as Canada marked 150 years of confederation with matching grants, 
allowing us to grant out additional funds. Celebration, as we formally recognized the 
hard work of local non-profits and charities at our inaugural Serving with Distinction 
Awards event. And the annual celebration of the work completed due to the grants 
SurreyCares dispersed. 
And a year of achievement as our Board continues to follow and deliver on the goals 
of our strategic plan.  Our working committees thrive, complementing the activities of 
our staff. Together, our outreach to the community has increased.
We continue to develop our transition plan for leadership and have the people in 
place to make the transition. 
We look forward to 2018 with confidence as we continue to serve our community. 

From the Executive Director

From the Chair

Jeff Hector
Chairman of the Board

Karen Young
Executive Director

Wow, what a great year, best characterized by the word “connections”. 
We connected with the community as proud supporters of SFU’s C2UExpo, an 
international exploration of community and college and university relationships. We 
connected in our continued conversation with our Vital Signs advisory group. Thanks 
to an anonymous donor, we were able to add staff hours to increase our community 
connections. We strengthened the relationships with our community partners, and 
forged new relationships. 
We connected with the non-profit community in new ways, establishing “Serving with 
Distinction Awards”, an event that recognizes and celebrates the unsung heroes of the 
non-profit and charitable sector. We offered a general grant-writing workshop, and 
made a connection for NPOs for professional development. And we joined Vancouver 
Foundation in providing information about our own individual granting.
We connected with our peers at the national conference for the Community 
Foundations of Canada, and shared ideas about how best to serve our communities.
It was a wonderful year of connecting, and one that I look forward to building on.
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AGENCY DESCRIPTION
70 Times 7 Fund Supporting organizations and programs within the community aimed at assisting those 

suffering from mental illness, and in particular, those that provide addiction counseling, 
treatment and support services.

Arts Council of Surrey Endowment Supporting the performing, visual and literary arts in Surrey.

Coast Capital Savings Youth Fund Coast Capital Savings focuses on funding youth related projects.

Darts Hill Garden Park Fund Darts Hill Garden is a legacy to the City of Surrey, with upkeep funded through this 
endowment.

Doug Hooser Heritage Fund Benefiting local charitable organizations involved in Heritage with an emphasis on, but not 
exclusively related to weaving and associated educational purposes.

Health Fund Supporting the City of Surrey’s medical facilities.

Manjit Panghali  Memorial Fund This fund awards a scholarship to a student graduating from Panorama High School.

Jordan Powell Legacy Fund We provide scholarships for Holy Cross Secondary School graduates pursuing music 
education.

Surrey Retired Teachers Association (SRTA) 
Surrey Education Fund

Surrey Retired Teachers Association: A scholarship fund.

Smart and Caring - Surrey Community Fund Give to the area of greatest need in our community, to support general initiatives and 
projects of charitable organizations.

SRS Vocational Services Society The SRS Fund continues to provide grants to charities which offer employment programs 
for adults who are disadvantaged. Granting is annually. 

Surrey German School Endowment Fund Supporting the activities of the Surrey German School.

Surrey Libraries Inspiring people to build a better future through the power of knowledge. Surrey Libraries 
open doors to lifelong learning, information and ideas.

Surrey Art Gallery Association Raises funds for Surrey Art Gallery’s exhibitions, publications, programs, and projects.

Surrey Metro Savings (Coast Capital Savings) 
Endowment Fund

Supporting the general initiatives of charitable organizations, with a preference for youth 
projects.

Surrey Minor Softball Endowment Fund Supporting the initiatives of minor softball in Surrey.

Friends of the Surrey Museum Fund Admission to your museum has been generously sponsored by the Friends of the Surrey 
Museum & Archives Society through Endowment Fund income.

Surrey Youth Endowment Fund Supporting local youth programs and services.

SurreyCares Operating Endowment Fund A fund that was established for the purpose of supporting the operations of the 
Foundation.

Wood Gundy Children’s Miracle Fund CIBC Wood Gundy is dedicated to support youth programs and services in Surrey.

Our Funds -- we grow endowments
In most cases, donations to SurreyCares Community Foundation are endowed. That means they are permanently 
invested for long-term growth, with a portion of the interest granted out, and a small portion of the interest added 
to the fund for growth. These are SurreyCares fundholders.
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Grant Ceremony
SurreyCares Community Foundation is more than a charity for charities. We are a champion for the 
community, and actively highlight the amazing work that is done every day through the charitable sector.

Our grant-giving is just a part of that process, as we are able to fund excellent work. But also important is 
the opportunity that we provide our grant recipients to showcase  what they do, and to take the spotlight. 

Our annual grant awards ceremony is in September. 

We were very pleased to award over $225,000 to our grant recipients. Our 
2017 Grants were enhanced by Canada’s Sesquicentennial - the  150th celebra-
tion of Confederation, which provided a matching grant program for communi-
ties that we were able to administer.

Our regular grants are divided into Agency Endowments (charities holding 
endowed funds), and Community Grants. Of the Community Grants we are 
able to provide grants in categories such as youth, special needs, and general 
community, who meet the CRA criteria of being a qualified donee.

Our annual grant awards ceremony was held in September at the Surrey 
Centre for Performing Arts. 

Our Grants -- we invest in people

Mike Bose, Grants Chair

SurreyCares Community Grants
$25,600.00

Special Needs General Community Youth



2017 Grants
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A Rocha The Enriched Orchard project supported individuals of all ages in learning about how the orchard 
provides habitat for vital pollinator species and their native host plants. They also learned about 
sustainable practices that support soil health and biodiversity. .

Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis Society of 
BC (ALS) 

The average cost of equipment per patient in their lifetime is $150K, which the families need to raise 
if the program does not exist. This cost does not include other related to the disease such as patient 
caregiving. This program is important not only to patients but also to their families because it will 
improve the quality of life of families affected by ALS. .

Cerebral Palsy 
Association of BC 

Dance Without Limits Surrey is a program that gives children and youth living with cerebral palsy and 
other disabilities the opportunity to improved their physical well-being through enhanced flexibility, 
breathing, stamina and muscle strength. Through participation, participants developed improved 
self-esteem. It is continuing to be reported that participants experience decreased social isolation, 
depression and stress. 

Community First 
Foundation 

The Community First Foundation is dedicated to ensuring that the most vulnerable children in 
our city have access to food. We provide food to children in need while simultaneously engaging 
students in food security issues. On Friday afternoons, we fill backpacks with food for children in 
need to take home for the weekend. Each backpack is filled with all meals for an entire weekend. 

Dan’s Legacy  Dan’s Legacy provided Cognitive Behavioural Therapy counseling and life-skills programs to youth 
clients with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) over a one-year term in a pilot project with 
the Asante Centre. The FASD Mentor Workshop program provides leaders with FASD a mentorship 
opportunity to help younger peers with FASD understand their abilities and discover areas of 
support, all with the clinical supervision of Dan’s Legacy’s trained therapists. 

Down Syndrome 
Research Foundation 
(DSRF) 

The DSRF has launched services at the City Centre building in Surrey and we are now offering 
occupational therapy, speech therapy, and one to one reading on three days of the week. We are 
fully registered for these services serving 25 children, and now have a small wait list which we hope 
to address in 2018. The children have benefited by having access to support for their communication 
skills, life skills, and reading ability which will assist with their long term ability to participate in their 
community. 

Cwenengitel 
Aboriginal Society 

Facilitated space for residents and 
the community at large to enjoy 
the Aboriginal protocol of sharing 
food together after a traditional 
Aboriginal Sweat Lodge Ceremony. 
The ceremonies are held at the 
Cwenengital Aboriginal Society Sweat 
Lodge every 2nd Saturday afternoon, 
and on the evenings of the new moon 
and the full moon. The Sweat Lodge 
Ceremonies are open to both men and 
women and all people of any culture 
are welcome.

Tom Olman, Cwenengitel Aboriginal Society
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Lower Mainland 
Down Syndrome 
Society  

Our Health & Education Program is offering four workshops:
Reading and Math – improving skills to ensure success at school and continuing education for adults
Sexuality Workshop – individuals with Down Syndrome can be subject to exploitation by others. 
Classes are offered to various age groups to teach awareness and acceptable behaviour
Music Therapy – designed for children ages 6 months and up with special needs
Art Classes – allows individuals to explore creativity, build self-esteem, confidence and social skills

Semiahmoo Animal 
League (SALI)

The community of Surrey benefits when children choose non-violent solutions for problem-solving;  
when children stay in school and off the streets; when children start to believe that they are 
inherently good and deserving of love. Most of the children who attend the project come from a 
cycle of failure and bad behaviour. They are labeled “troubled” and when the child believes that, 
they will cause trouble. Compassion begets compassion.

Learning Disability 
Association, Fraser 
South 

We train volunteers from the Surrey 
community to tutor children & youth 
between the ages of 6-14 who having 
learning disabilities/differences.  
These children are struggling to keep 
up with their peers at the grade 
level and often have self-esteem and 
self- confidence issues in addition to 
learning challenges. The children not 
only benefit from the tutoring but our 
volunteers learn skills with respect to 
tutoring, what are learning disabilities 
and how do they affect a child’s ability 
to learn; how to prepare individual 
learning sessions and how to prepare 
reports, both verbally and written.

Julienne Hills, Coast Capital Savings Youth Fund

SOS Children’s 
Villages 

The goal of this subprogram is to identify young adults at high risk of not completing high school and 
ensure that they graduate and commence on additional education.  Five Transition to Adulthood 
Suites are now fully operational with a supportive program structure. The Transition to Adulthood 
Program provides vulnerable youth with 1:1 support that assists them to develop life skills, 
independence, find employment or training, and secure housing with the help of our experienced 
youth workers. The Year Intensive Housing Program helps our youth aging out of care to continue 
living in a supported environment while they attain the essential skills for independence.
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Zajac Ranch  In 2017, the Zajac Camper Allowance 
program gave children with medical 
needs and disabilities from Surrey and 
across BC and Canada the opportunity 
to benefit from a camp experience that 
has an immediate and positive impact on 
not only the lives of these children and 
their families, but within the community 
as well. In British Columbia, the need 
exists for a camp that offers innovative 
community programming and services for 
children and youth with special medical 
needs. According to the British Columbia 
Participation and Limitation Survey, there 
are over 21,000 children between the 
ages of 5 - 14 in BC with special needs 
and thousands more with disabilities and 
illnesses. Zajac Ranch offers an amazing 
summer experience for these children who 
would otherwise not have the opportunity 
to attend camp by providing opportunities 
for children to not only have fun but to also 
heal and rejuvenate.
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CANADA 150 FUNDS

A Sesquicentennial matching funds opportunity from the Government of Canada. (2017 only)
Grants given under the Community Fund for Canada’s 150th are for projects that:
• Build vibrant and healthy communities with the broadest possible engagement of all Canadians;
• Inspire a deeper understanding about the people, places and events that shape our communities 

and our country; and
• Encourage participation in community initiatives, activities and events to mark Canada’s 150th.

Arts Club Theatre 
Company

The 75 students that were involved in the Arts Club’s New Immigrant Pilot Program were able to 
share a communal introduction to the arts from a wide range of different cultural backgrounds 
representing the diversity of Surrey. These students used theatre techniques such as roleplaying to 
express themselves using theatre as a common language. 

Muslim Food Bank The Digital Storytelling Program ran in two stages, the first being a series of filmmaking workshops 
ad the second being a film showcase in which participants in the program would present their final 
project to the community at large. In addition to strengthening connections between community 
members, the Program’s benefit was raising awareness amongst the Surrey community in regards 
to issues concerning youth, with an emphasis on refugee youth. Many of the participants used their 
film as a chance to share problems or air grievances that were not obvious to the community at 
large. 

THE SEMIAHMOO 
SELF- ADVOCATES 
SOCIETY (SAS)

The SAS speaker series are well received by SAS members, caregivers and family with attendance 
over 35.SAS would like to share the success of this ongoing series with the community. SAS would 
organize and host the events. This would be a two event series where professional inspirational 
speakers would share their stories. This project focuses on deepening the community and inclusion.
 

Field Hockey Canada Connecting the field hockey community with Canada 150 by having participating athletes,
coaches, volunteers and officials already participating in a tournament come together for a festival 
celebration and banquet on Friday, July 21, 2017.  Through presentations, speakers and the time 
together, young participants gained a deeper understanding of the communities and individuals 
who support them in their athletic endeavors. Aligned with Field Hockey Canada’s strategic pillar 
of “engagement”, the event will provide a key opportunity to build the field hockey family across 
Canada and celebrate those involved.
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Vital Signs and Belonging
Vital Signs is a national program led by commu-
nity foundations and coordinated by Community 
Foundations of Canada. Published as a magazine, it 
leverages local knowledge to measure the vitality 
of our communities and support action towards 
improving our collective quality of life.

Building stronger relationships with Aboriginal com-
munities has been part of the Community Founda-
tion’s Smart & Caring Communities efforts since the 
beginning. SurreyCares’ Vital Signs, First Peoples 
was born out of  our desire to share knowledge, 
build understanding and strengthen relationships.

Our team worked very hard throughout 2017 com-
piling data, meeting with our stakeholder Advisory 
Committee and others, writing, editing and more. 
Due to the timing of the Stats Canada data release, 
our Vital Signs, First Peoples report delayed publi-
cation until early 2018. 

Many thanks to our Advisory Team, to our publish-
ing team, and to researchers sponsored through 
Kwantlen Polytechnic University and Simon Fraser 
University.

Thank you to the Vital Signs First Peoples Advisory
• Larissa Petrillo, Faculty, Anthropology, Kwantlen 

Polytechnic University (Chair)
• Rhonda Carriere, Metis Nation, BC
• Lyn Daniels, Director of Instruction – Aboriginal Learning, 

Surrey Schools
• Brenda Fernie (Kwantlen First Nation), Seyem Quantlen 

Business Group, Vice-President
• William Lindsay, Director, Office for Aboriginal Peoples – 

Simon Fraser University (resource)
• Gary George, Simon Fraser University, Officer for 

Community Relations
• Pam McCotter, Council member and Education portfolio, 

Katzie First Nation

• Dr. Jennifer Mervyn, MCFD
• Brian Muth, Director, Aboriginal Health and Wellness 

Promotion, Population and Public Health, Fraser Health
• Vishal Jain, MPH, Coordinator, Aboriginal Health 

Initiatives, Fraser Health Authority – Aboriginal Health
• Trish Osterberg, Fraser-Salish Regional Director, First 

Nation Health Authority
• Barbara Gauthier, Data Analyst, First Nations Health 

Authority
• Susan Tatoosh, Executive Director, Vancouver Aboriginal 

Friendship Centre Society
• Joanne Charles, Semiahmoo First Nation, Councillor 

(Economic Development portfolio)



Serving with Distinction Awards
We held our 2017 inaugural event, Serving with Distinction Awards. This event is held to publicly 
recognize the work undertaken in the charitable and non-profit sector in Surrey, those who serve so 
diligently to make Surrey a better place to live and work. Nominee criteria: an individual that exemplifies 
leadership of, or an organization that is a charity or non-profit that serves or is headquartered in Surrey.

The sold out evening featured a sumptuous dinner, very lively entertainment, music, laughter, and 
connections with others across sectors. 

2017 Nominees
 
• Baobab Inclusive, Felix Kongyuy — Award: Vital Signs
• Big Sisters BC Lower Mainland (Surrey), Brenda 

Gershlovitch, ED — Award: Campaign Success
• Centre for Child Development, Gerard Bremault — 

Award: Leadership 
• DIVERSECity Community Resource Society 
• Down Syndrome Research Foundation — Award: Client 

Success
• LBC Youth Next Generation’s Ministry, Jake Nolan
• LBC Youth Next Generation’s Ministry, Melissa Dotto
• Langley Senior Resource Society 
• Moving Forward Family Services Society 
• Music Impact Network Society, Jessica Kim
• Pacific Community Resources Society (PCRS) 
• Red Fox Healthy Living Society, Emma Sutherland

• Sophie’s Place Child Advocacy Centre RCMP Special 
Victims Unit, Sergeant Lyndsay O’Ruaric

• SUCCESS BC 
• Super Chefs, Greg Chang 
• Surrey Christmas Bureau Society 
• Surrey DPAC, Karen Tan — Award: Volunteer Engagement
• Surrey Hospice Society Thrift Store and Firefighters 

Foundation — Award: Social Enterprise
• Surrey Libraries, Surinder Bhogal
• Surrey Philippine Independence Day Society, Narima Dela 

Cruz
• Youth Transforming Society
• The Cmolik Foundation, for Russell and Ellen Cmolik, 

received by Elisa Carlson, COO — Award: Philanthropist 
of the Year 
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P.O. Box 34089, Surrey, BC V3S 8C4   Canada  
(604) 591-2699 • info@surreycares.org • surreycares.org

Partners
Thank You to our Donor, Partners and Sponsors
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Summer Jobs


